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.The l lonorablc Jini Talenr 
1 n i t rd  States Senate 
493 Russell Sm3re Oftice Buildins 
h i h i n g t o n .  D C 20515-2505 

Re FCC "Do Not Fax" Reguh t ion i  

I< C NI B 

I k n r  k i i a t o r  'I dent 

I am wr i t ing on heha l fo f  the Board orDirecrors o f t h e  Kansas Ci ty  Metropolitan 
B,ir 4saociation. ii blissouri non-profit corporation. to alert you lo  the recenractionstaken by 
(he  FCc'to amend the regulations that implement theTelephone Consumer Protection Ac to f  
199 I ( T C P A )  l ~ h e  FCC has decided, without the proper input from rhe business and 
as\nciation communit). to modi fy  the current law by doing away w i th  the "established 
buyiness relationrhip" provision perraining to fay advertisements This amendment wi l l  
p lace  onerous .~dmini j tral ive and economic burdens on non-profit associations by requiring 
evprersed writtcn consent" from their own meinbcr i  prior to smd ing  ahxiinnouncement of 

aszociation activiries I hope you share in our concern over this onerous restriction of 
legitiniale association business aci iv i ty 

l h e n c w  FCC readingof theTCPA prohibirsanyperson or entity from sendingany 
fax that contains an unsolicited advertisement Hhich IS defined as "any material advertising 
the commercial avai labi l i tyor qua l i t yo fany  property. good. o r  services which istransmined 
to .my perwn  withoi i t  that persnn's prior cxpress invitation or permission." As a result, rhe 
ehtablibhed business relationahip i s  no longer sufficient to permit faxes to be transmitted 
!\siociations ;ind businesses are now faced with the challenging administrative, legal, 
economic and record keeping ramifications that will arise thanks to the new FCC changes 

'Cv ' : : C  plc..icd thai thz FCC l is j:zj..d linpiemeniatl<jn of:hes: :,;;,posed i:lx<ij 
unti l  January I, 7005 However, e\en at that t ime these changes wil l  create a significant 
economicand labor-intensive burdzn for rheassociation community Theadjustment in the 
TCP/\ wi l l  require s i p d  writren consent to allow faxes to be sent that contain unsolicited 
advertisemcnti 11 would even require a non-profit association to obtain the  wrirten consent 
o f  its member, in order to tend taxes  pertsinin9 to events such as annual meetinss 

I\. hilt: these chmgea may be suitable tor residential telephone numbersas thenew 
Do Nor Call registry provides. they are certainly nof acceptable for association-to-member 
fac5imile commirnic;itions Non-profit associations rely on faxes as a prime source of 
communication and markering to meet rhe needi o f t h e i r  memhers 

With penalties reaching Sl.500 per unauthorized fax, this is  a burden that few 
a w i e i a t i o i i b  can tinanci.illy endure The proposed FCC chanses are a prime example o f a n  
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idea where the disadvantages and unintended consequences far outwelgh the benefits. Please join us in requesting that 
the FCC halt their efforts to change the current TCPA 

Sylvester “Sly” James, J r  
President 

Cc Margaret Egler. Esq 
Federal Communications Commission 


